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Well it is that time of the year again when it all 
seems to be happening. Congratulations to all the 
North Island Championship winners in Rotorua and 
special congratulations to the winners of the National 
Championships in Ashburton. This event held in 
Ashburton proved to be very popular and if held there 
again I would encourage all to come, thanks ‘Ash-Vegas’. 
I would like to wish all those getting ready for the mighty 
Paterson Trophy Challenges throughout the country a 
successful weekend.
At the Nationals, this year a forum was held with the 
players and your executive to see if we could find a 
positive way forward. This went down I thought very 
well with many ideas coming forward. Some of these 
suggestions have already been introduced and at the 
next executive meeting, a lot of the other ideas will be 

looked at. I would like to thank all those that turned up 
and gave their positive suggestions and look forward to 
what may come from them.
For all those around the country that I hear saying they 
do not have enough Umpires, on the 5th of August we will 
have another Umpires exam which I would encourage as 
many people to sit as possible. For those who do not like 
executive roles this is a good way to give something back 
to your sport and for those who think there are not enough 
Umpires then a good chance to sit the test themselves or 
encourage others to do so.
Please if anyone has a bright Idea on how to get new 
members or is having some success doing so could you 
let someone on the executive know so we can spread the 
word, thanks.
 My e-mail address is southernalpine.nz@gmail.com if 
anyone wishes to contact me. Good luck with your bowls 
until the next Newsletter. 
Nigel Warnes, NZIB’s President

NZIB VOLUNTEER AWARD
It is time to recognise some of your volunteers by 
nominating them for the NZIB Volunteer of the Year 
Award. Are you aware of this?  A nomination form can be 
obtained from National office or downloaded from www.
nzindoorbowls.co.nz. 
All districts should be nominating at least one of their 
bowlers!

AIMS GAMES CONTINUES 
TO GROW
As membership returns come in it is so disappointing to 
have some districts reporting no junior members yet this 
event clearly indicates that the schools like the game.  
This year the AIMS Games will be held 8-14 September 
in Tauranga and it gives 11, 12 and 13 year olds an 
opportunity to compete as an individual or in a team 
against the best of their age in twenty different sports.  
Each year the number playing indoor bowls increases 
and close to 350 intermediate students will be playing 
the game.  Kevin Garratt and his team of Tauranga 
volunteers will be kept busy. 

BOTH NZ NATIONAL MIXED 
FOURS AND PAIRS WILL 
HAVE NEW CHAMPIONS
Defending Mixed Fours champions from last year, Paul 
Smith, Mike Phipps, Fiona Keegan and Lorraine Phipps 
(Tauranga) did not qualify in the recent play offs.  The 
Mixed Pairs champions Graham and Jan Low, Southland 
also failed to make their zone final. As no bowlers have 
qualified in both events, the Final will be held on the same 
day at the Western Hall in Auckland on 15 September.

NZIB’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This is always an important event and all districts should 
be represented to discuss the sport’s future. Make sure 
your district sends a delegate who is well qualified to 
voice your district’s views. As usual, it will be held at the 
Brentwood Hotel in Wellington 1 December. Why not take 
advantage of some of the cheap airfares that become 
available from time to time and make bookings now?
Over the past few years it has been disappointing 
that there has been very little or no interest shown in 
nominations for any of the Executive positions. Please 
give this some consideration and contact National office 
or an existing Executive Member if you want to find out 
more on what it involves. 
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From the President

NATIONALS FEATURE 
GAME SPONSOR

For two years now, Kevin and Gail Boothby (Thames 
Valley) have generously sponsored the refund of entry fees 
for the winners of every selected Feature Game - one per 
session. We are delighted to announce that Ron and Rae 
Inglis will continue with this sponsorship at Rotorua next 
year. Thank you to both couples for your very kindly offer of 
giving something back to the game.

WELCOME TO 
SUMMERSET AS AN 
OFFICIAL PARTNER

We were delighted to have Summerset’s Sales Business 
Development Manager, Paddy Sanders at the opening of 
the National Championships and look forward to working 
with them over the next three years. For those who do not 
know Summerset owns and operates 23 retirement villages 
across New Zealand and is well respected within the 
retirement village and age care sectors. They are very keen 
to give back and connect to community type organisations.
It was very special to have one of Summerset residents 
Moyra Hood featuring so well at the event. She and Barry 
Clement (Tauranga) were Runners Up in the Masters Pairs 
after winning the event last year and they were 3rd in the 
Master Triples with Basil Johnstone.

Masters Player of the Tournament
It did not take a calculator to work out the winner of the 
Rayner Family Trophy.
Ashburton’s Mark Sheard 
won the Masters Singles 
and Triples, and was third 
equal in the pairs and 
reached the last eight in 
the fours.

DISTRICT CHALLENGE AT THE NATIONALS
What a success this inaugural event was with the winning 
team being Waikato. 
A huge crowd attended the Ashburton MSA Club, it was 
rowdy with plenty of player support or otherwise and all 
had fun. 
The quick fire format will be reviewed and improved before 
again featuring at next year’s Nationals in Rotorua 
 

Waikato winners of the Warnes Trophy
L to R- Maureen Pruden, Teri Anderson, David Archer, 
Linda McCurdy

ISLAND TOURS
The Island tours have always been a significant investment 
for NZIB for the following reasons.
1. Pathway for players in the team to achieve at a higher level
2. Excellent opportunity for local players to get recognised 

at a higher level
3. Opportunity for local administrators to gain experience 

being involved such as Tournament Controller
4. Opportunity for local umpires to gain experience at a 

higher level
5. Chance for local bowlers to watch good quality bowls
6. Opportunity to use the Touring team as a marketing tool 

to promote the game with schools and local media.
7. Chance for grass-roots bowlers to share their views with 

Executive Members accompanying the team or to use 
them as mentors.

8. Gathering and sharing of information between all parties.
The question needs to be asked then why do districts not 
attempts to promote their tour game and take advantage of 
what may be offered?
This year it is the North Island Island’s turn to tour the South 
so please encourage all club members to get along and see 
some top bowls being played.
The itinerary is as follows:
Friday 3 Aug Play Southland at Invercargill
Sat 4th Aug Play South Otago in morning & Otago at night
Sun 5th Aug Play North & Central Otago at Oamaru and 
 South Canterbury at Timaru at night
Mon 6th  Aug Play West Coast at Westport
Tues 7th Aug Play Top of South at Blenheim
Wed 9th Aug Play Canterbury at Christchurch
Thurs 10 Aug Play Ashburton at Ashburton
Sat 11 Aug North v South Island in Ashburton
This fixture will not include the successful NZ Team 
Members who toured the UK in May.  Therefore, it allows 
a last minute chance for other bowlers to impress before 
the next NZ team is selected to play Australia next May. 
Nomination forms for this team will be available soon and 
close  on Tuesday 2nd October.


